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The little RuBsian immisrsnt boy's 2/es were
wide with wonder as he stood near tne neap of fanily
bundles on the deck of the 53 Rotterdan as she sailed
inte bustling Yew York narbor in the spring of 1906.
His motner !liusha snd two yownrer gisters, Tora and
Bella, stood near him,

The little family s~roup had left ‘inek, Russia,
in July and had travwelled by train {for the firet time)
to Rotterdam, Holland, were they boarded the big ship
that was to bring thewm to Amorica. Three yvears hefore,
Ira's father had left insk for Merica =nd was already
establisined in tne secondehand fvoepniture business on
Flatbush Awenue, Brooklyn, “Tew York, Ira had been only
five yeare old when nis Tather, Abraham, nad left and
ne scarcely remeabered him, :

The angplonk was 1nid dowvn and Tusha Turehnin
gathered her bundles and her cnlldren and started for
the dreaded ordeal of immigrant inspection, DBRefore the
nealtnh inspections were over, the busy attendants had
inforaed the father that his family had arrived and
that ne shonld cone to W1lids Isl nd nad t-ke them home.

Ira und been so bozy studydn- nis surroundines

that he wae startled when 3 strange, short man came

and embraced his mother and sisters. Abraham reached
out to shake hands with his son, but Ira backed away
towsrde his motiyer. *Papa, he does not recogmize you, ¥
laugned seven year old Jells, Tusha prevailed upon her
hupband to leave the boy alone wuntil he was less ghy
and poon the family was on Abets furniture wamon 8lopw
¢lopin: toward their new home.

Ira wap soon to know nis father well, Soon he
would know Abe's domineering spirit -nd wngowernable
temper, DHventually, the father wos to dounineer onne
too eften ~ud cause his son to take desperate steps.

The ghildren, ofcourse, still wore their Russian
peagant clotws and even tioush taey now Lived in an .
immigrant neirhbornced, the majority of toeir new
friends had -lready donned what tiey called "real
Amerikan clotnes®, Dora ~=nd Bella especially were
very conecious ol tieir costunes, To Ira clothes viade
no difference, Me never was valn about his appearance,
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even in nis loter years altaouch he does anpear to be
quite dapper in nis -thletie cluh nho to srophe, Howe ver,
it wus not lons before the énildren had vew clotnes, for
their mot er was sery clever with needle =and thread,

ira met many new boys and hecome very pppular because
he wos game and could hold nis own even wraingt birrer fele
lows than himself in the eans Finhte which gecurred free
duently in the neirborhood, T quigkly causht on to Anerw
icun pmaes and developed 2 low of sports which lasted 2ll
throurh nis Y ife,

Threuzh the summer, he picked up some nsl iSH-Dut in
tite fall, wnen he entered tne Tipat grade he realized that
his i -lish was very poor snd hecane so sensitive about
his accent that ne spoke only wnen he vad to, and ewen than
only in monosyllables, lr= 1ike scheol and @ wos intellia
zent, but nis refusal to talk beran to retard hin progregs,
He was determined th-t he was o lin~ to be able to sne ak
#o0d English before ne svoke any Pnglish at =11, S0 he
practised talking aloud to himeelf whenever he had the
¢hanee, It was a yenr before he spoke freely, In the
mennt ine he learned to vead,

Althougn he was anly a youn-ster, he could reand and
write both Russzian and Jewish nnd wien hds faither's Russian
customers snd friends had any letter writing to do, taey

~would ‘ask tne onild to help trem out,

After school, Ira helped his ftner in the store. MHe
ran errands and learncd how to ref inish Trrnite, Often
wnen Abe went ovt with the lusherin wozon to brin~s in e
load of secondwhand beds, drersers, canirs and tables,
Ira went alon:. wnile his ' they paciked the thinrs onte
the waron he opened »nd searcw d n11 te bureau and table
dravers, DBy now he had learned that often things «ere
left in thes, Sometimes he Tound 1ittle bits of costume
Jewelry, old dogeerred hooks, 1ittle pieces of pottery,
pencils “nd paper, er ewen marbles, He never found anye
tning ot real valuee- just oyhood treasures, He had a
#ood hend for busiwecs und often traded marbles for a
Jackeknife, or gaudy bin for » baseball,

Three years afterjher arrival in /America, another
B0n was torn te "isha, IFa was overjoyed, Now he would
have a brether to play -nd Tignt with, As little 'ax
erew up Ira helped him in as many ways ae ne could and
after the scond brother “orris was vorn, he watehed over
tie two boye as 17 he were their Fatne T He wanted them
T.}Q }}ﬁnﬂmf’ ol S F T v g A Akl e s 4o
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le helped Lotk of them with their home work and taught
them how to play baseball, basketball and boxing,
Jorris liked sports almost as well as Ira, but iax
preferred wverbal arpuments,

Ira gradusted from public sciwol in 1912 at the
arge of foorteen, Te entered Toys Tigh the next fall,
In tne one year he went to higa sciwoel, he was editor
of tue school paper, played on tae baseball team amd
war capiain of the basketball tean.

Irs had slwaye been fond of drawine, In granmar
schoel ho had reeceived excellent marke in art and he
nad won several medals in scwol art coapetition. low
he began to think meriously of art as a career, He
explained nis howes to hils frther, but Abraham Turshen
{the nane had been cnanred by comwion misuse) was still
using old world judgment, He did not realize tnat art,
even induwetrial art, could earn a livin~ for any man.
He refused to even talk about its Iras was terribly dise
anpo inted, Architecture secmed to him the only field
he would evwer want to enter, DJut his fatver had dew-
cided on a business career for him -nd was planning te
send him to business school when the termm at Boys Tish
ended,

Dur in- the year Ira earncd extra money by doing
gome sign paintin- and when sprinc cane he began to
play baseball, Here again the «ills of father and son
clashed, Abe could not see that the time his son spent
vlaylins ball was of any benef it to him; it would do the
boy more good to work in t:e store alternoons, Frequently
Ira ansaked out to play, »nd ugually before the fourth
inning, Abe would be at tne field to order him back to the 1
store, Ira never tired of tellins how one day his father )
arrived al the basehall tleld just sfTter he had hit a home
run. Ira was ruanin- arewnd the bases, and Abe, naving no
understand inr of the game, taouwint that his son was running
away from him =nd set out after tve boy. Abe puffed up to
home plate only =z few seconds =Tter Irfe- and Ira just kept
running, To tnis day Ira does not know whether the cheers |
and ¢nt calls which went up were for him or nis father,

In the fall Abe ~ave Irs enousn money to keep nim
in 2 bueiness schwol fur seweral weeks, low, Tor the
firet tine, Iro really seriously disobesyed hig Tuther,

He took te meney and enrolled in an art school Tor a
commerical art course, Ir: repained in art school until
the money ran sut. What was he to do now? Tis athey
certainly would not pilve him any wmore money and it was
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impossible for him to earn his own expenses, The
only thing for him to do was to leavwe home, to get
himself a job somewrneye, to earn and save some mongy
and then come back to scheol., So Ira left home at
the tender age of fifteen and a half years,

He did not know that he was destined never to
return to art schoel. He did not resmlize that the tide
of circunstances would eweep him away, out of reach of
all he hoped for, and that his career was to be in the
busiress world in which his Tather so sincerely bel ie ved
he had a placge,

Ira at first started for the south, His first Job
was on a large peanut farm in Virginia., The owner of
thieg farn, a sly, oruel old gent, refused to hire hoys
unless they signed a coentract for Bix monthe laber,
After tne boys had sisned, this Simon Lagree worked
them hard for sixteen hours a day, Hany ol the boys
working toere were about Irats age, After two months,
Irs and nis roomemate Alex were siock of their work
and decided to escape, S0 boy fashion, tney opened
the ir room window one moonl ite nignt and sl ipped out,
Tney walked twenty two miles to Norfolk, Virginia,

In Norfolk tney 1iwed for a week on karo syTUup

and bread until Ira 20t a jeb at the fmerican Gan Co.,

Soon after, Alex mot = job sellin- coffee and sand wiches
on trains for the Union RNews Co, At American Can, Ira
was pramised o transfer to the art departu nt. wWhen time
‘pasged snd no transfer came, he left his job, Alex he iped
him to zet n Job with the Union News and for = vear and &
half he also sold sandwicres and peasnute on thne train,
vnile he nhad been workine he had veen paving nis money and
in Octeber of 1914 ne deelded to return home,

At home he found that his younger brothers and .
gisters hai ransacked nis boxes of treasured poesess lons,
athletlc medale, art medals, scrap books, coples of old
school papers and little artistio objects which he had
cherished and suved, Ira was terribly angry and disco ure
aged, He wanuged to retrievwe some of thege thinge whieh
he nad so nighly prized, Even when he wae older, he could
Btill remember the feeling tnat the loes of thnese poBsesr lons
zave nim,
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Soon after nis peturn home, Ira got = jeb with
a furniture store in Brooklyn. After -orkinr at this
staore a Tow years he was offered the opportunity by
nis father to buy and work s fanma in Colc ester, Conn, in
A partnersnip wita him,

Aftar three years on twe farm, Ira's jobs followed
in quick succession. Firat, twre was a job in a Provie
dence, R, 1, department slore whic: lasted eight months,
Then toere was another e ight months in a printing shop
and Tinnlly he opened his own snall Tloorecs ver ing store
in Astoria, long Island,

it was only n snort time -fter he opened this
store taat Ira’s mother dled, Ira was deeplg affected
by her de~tn for there wns a strons bond dbeteten tiese two.
Musgha Turshen nad been both Fotiuer =nd mother to Ira in the
time between ner nusband's departure for America and the
fak ily reunien toree yeasrs l-ter, Ira realized that nis
running swsy from home and his disagreements with his father
had cause! nis motier a gre-t “esl of heartmche and WO TV

_ Ira had never heen very muah intereated in =»iris,
Most of nis spare time was still taken up by athleties
and reading on architecture, One evenin® Dora bro..-ut
a fréddnd home., Sadie dross wos of flunearian parentage.
Bhe herself had been born in New York City. 8he was
- gquiet, dark :nd s8lim and hed a dignified bearins whnich
- attracted Ira's attention, Dora introduced them and
they were soon seeins each other wery olf'ten, Hight months
after thev had met they were married,

Tne flooreco verin: store was prosperous and Ira dane
aged to snvwe some money, A h-lf yenr =fter his marriage
he nenrd of » busivess opportunity in 3 =m 1l Co necticut
town called Amston, located just four miles from Colcrester,
wnere hadhad his farm, A general store was up for sale,
Ira made 2 trip to Conn, to look it ovwer and decided then
and there to buy it, COfcovrse, ne had had no experifncge
in selling mroceries, grain, building materisl and coanl, but
he would soon learn! And pfeoirse the dwelliang whnich went
witn the place was run down, without water, heat or electrla
gity, but these thinre ~ere mere trifles) He and Sadie
could make o heme here,
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the Lride of enly six months left her COBY
a}:;arb%gng,mbrgke fgmiiy ¥i&$ and moved iato aszedt ing

almost entirely different from agtning else she had
ever known. Sadie Turgagn had pioneer gpirit, She
not only made a home out of a runedown “wuse, but she
gtepped into tne business with Ira and also found thae
te railse three children,

CHisny problemns beset Ira and nis wife, They had
to learn Yankee philosopay and they nad to rebuild the
ehtire store and start all over agrin after tine old
rambl inr wooden gtore was awept by fire which burned and
snoldered for waeks, Howe ver, one problem after another
wae overcome and today they are estublisned in a growing
bugsiness, '

Few people today in the town and its vicinity do
not know Irs Turshen, He has sgalned the reapect and
geod will from every man =nd womazn he 41d business
with, Today ne is a busy citizen in war :ine Ameriecna,
He works in als community in every way Ifren storekeeper
o alreraid warden,

Lottl Tursghen
areh 1, 1944




