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HISTORICAIL, SKETCH OF GILEAD,

A -

For forty years and more Gilead wag o part of the parish of
Hebron, which at first embraced the whole town : hence the
history of Gilead for those yesrs is the history of the town.
Originally this entire region was occupied by the powerful
Mohegan Indians, with the mighty chief, Uncas, at their head.

Attawanhood, the third son of Uneas, in 1676, begueathed &
large tract to Mr. Shipman and others, who were known as the
“ Saybrook legatees.” Mr. Shipman did not settle here till
1704. In his rude log-house was born the first child of English
parentage. That year Timothy Phelps, Samuel Palmer, and a
Mr. Filer came from Windsor. Mz, Phelps was the first inn-
keeper. Tradition snys, that he and one of his companions left
young wives behind till they could get loeated and put up
honses. The wives, after waiting till they could wait no longer,
started on foot and slone in search of their husbands, All' day
they traveled on, guided only by the general known direetion
and an oceasional blazed tree, by which the men thought to help
their own return. As night came they lost all way-marks.
Weary and foot-sore, they reached the top of a high hill, and
the top of & high rock on the hill, since lmown as “ Prophot’s
Rock.” TFrom this height they looked away, but only into the
dense and boundless forest. They lifted up their voices and
called ; and to their joy were heard a mile away, and their
voices recognized ; and that night they found their husbands
and their new homes. Tliese are given as types of the women
of that period.

Of other three men who soon came, one was Drv. Obadiah
Hosford, the first physician of the town; and the burial of his
infant child opened the first grave.

Others eame from Long Island and Saybroek Mr. Joseph
Dewey, from Westfield, Massachusetts, built the first grist-mill ;
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4 HISTORICAL SKETOH OF GILEAD.

the first saw—mill; and the first fulling—mi}l ;1;1 this ﬁow:étﬂgz.
' early .
r, from Iyme, was unother o the 7 et
!gi?zzjlgﬁn, John, became a minister, and in .18‘55, ;no his on;
ot Maine to his native town, an

dredth year, journeyed I‘rom. ‘ -
h?:ac’ied inyGilead with animation, a.ndlw‘mh foree of thouf;g:ht
I];ieing too blind to read he rehearsed Scripture passages irom
memory. . _

Amnother of the pioneers was l\’,[réBlengmtTn;ngll hi:ﬁn; I&:illfe

i i ee
. He settied on what is now ilead street, o
:t{‘irtjali the church. Of his sons, Benjamin was f minister and
higtorian ; Asaph was a deacon in Gilead chureh. .
A Tittle later came Mr. Samuel Gilbert from Co_llcheat:r,fe:;m
i East street, a mile east o
led on what is now known as _
zeh?r?:h He was father to Judge Sylvester Gilbert, fo whom we
in refer. . . ‘
Sha’i_‘lzlln: ii:w community did not grow rapidly, being 1e’c:a.¥ded by
troubles from the Indians, and from eont-ested land tit :s.f e
The town of Hebron was incorporated in 1707, by acto
ial Assembly. _ ‘ .
Gollinf?]%he town appointed a commibtee to procure & m_1n1$z§r
religi institutions were among
fathers felt that religious 1ns 8
Thce sZities. Toolesinstical business, as well a civil, Wfsts the::
1;9 ee in town meeting. The socisty was the tovsfn ;and i 1?8?1?13
1‘.]0;11; every legal voter in the town was & voter in the rci lrlgl(;r
<c1miety . hence sowe of their troudles. The Rev. Sam?e . tf;edy
\ the’ﬁrst minigter. He came in 1714, blut was 1o f(si : e._
\Ivagl’(].S steps were taken to build & meeting-house, and in :
nonse to a petition to the « Honored Cort, ’bhfil.ﬁ body sef;l ha.
:Emmittee to decide upon & place on which. to bm].i: R?;. : '(731 ;1
Bliss fromw Colehester, of Yale 1710, began preaching K bam;
holding services in private honses and in Dr. Hosford's
i hureh.

i ould meet in the new ¢ . -
h'lé.‘;zeﬁyr:t Representative from this town to the sznelrai éAss%];;
bly was Mr. Nathaniel Phelps, who was .elect_ed Omt Jer. A
coiclude that the first church was orgenized ".'ln C c: ;n o

i bly, then in session
ted, asking the Assembly, |
e :ﬁe say, “ For their assistance that we .ma.y_1mbody

_H'W(m’ ;:3 reh 3f;’cate,." And in the Colonial records is thmlent.ry,

T‘{ﬂ:)c;: cse:nsion A.D. 17186, 34 of King George—upon application
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by Nathan Dunhsm in bahalf of the town of Hebron, for a law
to gotten a church and ordain an orthodox minister. It is
hereby granted them.” Church and State ware then very closely
related. Houses of worship were loeated, churches were organ-
ized, tazes were laid for the support of the gospel ; ehurch and
parish difficulties were adjusted by the General Assembly.

Mr. Bliss was ordained in 1717. Ouly the male members of
the church in full communion voted in determining the time, &c.
of his ordination. Sixty acres of land, snd another piece called
“ The Minister's Meadow,” were conveyed fo the pastor at his
settlement ; and he was to have £50 per annum ; and £5 a year
added till it amounted to £70 or £75 annually.

When the meeting-house was finished the sextons were in-
stracted to consider age, ratable estate, and what each person
had paid toward obtaining and continuing the ministry among
them from the town's settlement, together with building the
meeting-house, and that of the minister. And all the males
between sixteen and twenty one years of age wore to have seats
assigned them according to the dignity of parents or masters.

In 1729 the town voted £100as Mr. Bliss's salary, against
which Daniel Birge protested. Mr. Bliss was dismissed in 1734
end became & * churchmgn,”

The next pastor was Mr.—afterward Dr.—Pomeroy. He was
& native of Suffield, born in 1704, graduated from Yale in 1733

with high honors ; was installed pastor “of the Lown of Hebron,”
Dec. 16th, 1735, )

Mr. Pomeroy was eminent for high scholarship ; also ag being
8 zealous and powerful preacher of what were then termed the
“Now light” doctrines and measures, And new light—the light
of God—broke in npon this whole town. It was in 1735 that
the “ great awakening.” beginning at Northampton, under Rev.
Jonathan Edwards, spread through the towns in the Connecticut
valley. Mr.FPomeroy took advantage of thig tidal wave of religious
influence, and from the first worked for a revival in his parigh,
The year following that of his settlement, thirty persons were
received into his church, and in the next year, 1737, thirty-five
others. Hollister, in his history of Comnecticnt, says, “ That
revival in Connecticut was followed by & period of great reli.
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gi.o s declension ;7 bub it was not so here. Dr. Pomeroy Wor]&,ed was freed from liabilit S = ,
with unabated power and without cessation ; and in 1739, 40 future was restore(; ;J’ }:0 avrest and trial and hie salary for t
o him. % Thus,” say ry for the
B ys Dr. Trumbull, ¢ '
t] a.ftex:

pre&ching to the geveral '

Gospel zjﬂsfnosltﬂersecution and punishment for preachi
ot it ude of people thirsting for th proaching the
md u other offence, he W e words of life,

ghts of men.” 5 restored to the common

" gnd 41, when Whitﬁel(i went through here.

thousands who focked to hear the gospel from his 1ips Dr.
Poreroy Was alveady in the work, and this field was ripe for
vk of grace Dr. Pe large house

the harvest. PDuring this WO
hotel by Mr. H. F. Porter o the

(the one 1OW cecupled as &
The second story then in on&

Green,) was like an open chapel.
large room, Was freely used for prayer and inqwry meetings-
thered B pumber of groups at one

Often would there be &8

time ; some agking of the pastor the way of life ; others implor-

ing God for galvation for themselves O for others. The meetings

fiwrayer for reading, {or inquiry, Were continued for yEaTs.

Dr. Trumbull fays, ¢ ghat doring that work, childhood, man—

hood and old age, the jesrned and the unlearned, the moralist

and the gkeptic, men of all ranks and of mo rank, were DUID- back » bund

bered amon” the converts.” 1t reached even the Indians, who _ SOmethinml le ?f hffm and saying that he ¢

had hitherto proved morally pnimpressable. During 1740 and | efficient g'fo his minister.” In justice to DW&nilzed to bring

persons Were received into full , help—mee\:l;‘ she should here have mention r.‘P.l s frugal and
. : e probably could not have kept b fzrl;?];ufo Suf}? 3

gether,

To their honor, be it sai
o oy b , sa:!d that Dr. Pomeroy’ :
e e %;:; 21;0;? by him through all that ybsaggsnf e;’PlB, -
Soverty aboundeg uyt esteemfad and loved him. Th:’ ‘Perse—‘
e thr pust nto the riches of their liberality,” ix;r de'ep
T e ;:»r].J In after years Dr. Pomery3 &p lfrov'ld-
Jeep feeing of the el.pfulness of his people in thogo 6 W'lth
beaetod moot mman ieIctzon he would mention a c'e;rt;r t;?’mg
e ot Suppose he was a Gileadite— Y
ance to his pastor's house bringingWho 0*1;19
s upon his

1741, one hundred and twelve
communion in the church in this fown. Dr. Pomercy also or conti :
labored in gister tOWDS earnestly endeavoring {0 arouse both ] nued his work through th
o : ) shoes, but M gh those years. Their
hig slumbering brethren in the ministry and thelr congregations. ‘ goin g: to 18- P. would not allow this f:(-) Their boys had no
meeting. Her taot for managing a‘?;:::sﬂ?en;hfmm
in the fol-

ntirel guccessful, a8 many of the pastors . 2
Y A 3 lowing incident. In those early d
ays the minister’s h
ouse was

In this he was nob €

workers. Guch called D1 P.'s labors - as & hotel, and

B | , and often travelers called there to be ent
entertained.

opposed the work and the
« jrregular” New Haven Association 8s @ body took strong “On one oceasion,”
ground against the revival movement, and oemorialized the Ccama Tnex ion,” says a grand daughter, ¢
General ‘Clopsociation ; which body convened at Guilford in No- ] : which to pectedly. All that Mrs. P. had ,in Sf;l'eral strangers
vember, 1741, to endeavor 1o _prevent th.e growing digorders ; crumbed tﬁzegﬁredaf mes], was bread, sugar a Ifdhc?use, from
among ministers and cburchesin Connecticat. Qoon the OpPpPe- ; and invited there: into the eider; sweetened it w_t;}der. She
sition took shape in the form of petitions t0 the Greneral Court. <aid to them : ;frangers to sit down at the ta.'ull the sugar,
The Genersl Assembly instructed 168 geeretary to arrest the ‘ and it you d. yon love God, you will be th e. Then ghe
body of BenjaminPomeroy, clerk of Hebron wherever he might “ No minigt:;l :), the?, surely it is as good as ;ﬁﬁfu(;efor thig,

t ecclesisastieal bod garve,’

¥ accused Dr. Pom
: eroy of

pe found, and bring bim pefore the Agsembly to answer, &o.” preaching fal
T ‘ ] ching false doctrine;

Tn 1742 the Assembly passed an act of prohibition; intended against him coﬂldozféne’ and no charge that was b

to sitence Mr. Pomeroy and others Yike him; bub he could nob Dr. P. is described ure the light. In ability and rought

hold his peace s and he was arrested end tried by four General and weighty in his d?sgc:' man of real genius; grave n;ajlmer,
. . - . u . ! 0

ceable and good DebaTIOnt in ' , ted; his language was gorosdeséde nhdehvery he was ver,y anf;lar—l-

y e was reckoned amo '

ng the

Asgemblies ; Wa8 pound to his ped
a bond of £50; was robbed of bis selary for seven years: but firgt scholars and pr
finally, npon the memorial of this town to the Creneral Clourt, he His Sﬂﬁndnesg ii ‘;ﬂciers of his age in Connacticut
. ; : octrine; the wisdom k -
of his conrse
: a8 &
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i t portion of his
igti ; he extent to which the .
Christin T on. ;;23 t;a?o wonderful revival pecame the parish

o eed istry, i w 4 following
fe Gille’atc'l ghared in his ministry, is shown by the fo
td

: i bull.
of Dr. Benjamin Trom , 3 and
o th?xf) ;]:ind here, that in 1740 and 41, one izglmtdnfrsr -
Blearl ersons were added to the chorch, and a& oar had
o veoglj’ » little preceding, from thirty to forty-one & 3¢ '
yeors,
been added. ) 4 had my education In
4 bull says : 1 was bor].l ane ; most
' 1'):‘- ;D.rljomff the town of Hebron 1in which the wc:k xsrful o
that pars O hich shows that the work was most P larwo
powerfu'; ?}Tn parish of Gilead, And in referring tt;l tllile arg
e e sAys:
dded to the churo
i gons converted and & gy h whom
{l‘uﬁz;rv?irgiie most uniform, exemplary }f}]:nstmn:f“’:f};heg was
. knew that one
acquainted. I never Xnew BEC 1y six OF
1 vl e;er anc(llel or fell under discipline.” It was ((;n dy o s
guilty ol 8¢ 1o close of that powerful work of God in b
the ¢ persons into the Firsh

hureh, that the part of Hebron referred fc.o bjfr Ié?l‘ef(?]mg;g
s set d became the separate parish of x o
:;:s s‘;‘f;lirz?l the way for the establishment of I;;le 161?:; ; Eeen
a : itions. er

e Pnde;tz:zpssgzzzlio cgli:'iide the town into se?e};;.l'
Se"‘?ral PI'BWOIEM the town petitioned the Assembly to dw;he
Paﬂ?}les- I!::han two thirds agreeing thereto.” In 1735 ncz
gliesti?rflzf Jivision again came UP and the Assembly was 0

d, and in 1738 a committee was sent to Hebromn,
Y

more petitione ther, and Major Roger Woleott,
and the people were calied toge ’an of the commities, Was

i ]t:ijieu:é)rG oofv iiioiomfzalzln;eting. In cs?.lliug for & vote
e 120 Bmthat ave of the opinion that it 18 _fqr tI}e peace
e e ‘ Ymc'll of this town that the town be divided 111;0 _twq
?*Ild b?SttigOa(; societies, go out at the west door and stan t;:'rs.
"13)0:(11:31?; 15?011 can be counted. And you that are of a contrary

t the east door and stand in a body $ill you

OPini:;h: ggu(:tz; n  Forty-eight voted for; and seventy-seven
can be © .

ivisi in part from

desire for & division came in Port
o in connection with Mr. Bliss's ministry,
: 1735, of Mr. Pomeroy,

what is Bow

seven years aiter : .
ieown ind of that great ingathering 0
)

against division.

. : _—
differences growing Up on W
and by his dismiseal, and 'the coming, 1t
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and his wige, vigorous and suecessful labors, the division was

put off, notwithstanding the sporadic attempts at secession, and

it was not till twelve or thirteen years after Dr. Pomeroy began
his ministry that the town was finally divided. The growing

population and wants finally made it necessary; and in 1746

the town decided not to oppose petition of Obadiah Newcomb

and others for Andover society; and that was incorporated in

1747. Up to this time the town and ecclesiastical society re-

cords were all kept together as the business of both was hitherto

transacted in town meeting ; but subsequently they were kept
separately.

In this same year the town voted to set off- the north-west
corner for a distinet ecelesiastical society. About thie time
the Hebron meeting-house was burned, and this probably hast-
ened the separation. On petition, the Colonial assembly sent a
committee to look and set off the parish of Gilead, and to fix
the place for a meeting-honse. Said committee, Hon. James
Church chairman, met at the residence of Mr. Ichabod Phelps,
nearly opposite to where the church now stands, November 7th
of the same year, (1747,) and made their report in May, 1748,
when this ecclesiastical society was incorporated and the ehurch
site established. The act of incorporation is to be found in the
society’s book of records, as signed by George Wyllys, secretary. )
By it all the inhabitants living within certain prescribed bounds
are “ declared to be for the future one distinet ecclesiastical

- gociety or parigh, by the name of Gilead, invested with powers
and privileges as other such societies in this Colony are.”—
It was a favorable time to begin. It was stated to the first
Gilead pastor, after he had received s call, as an encouragement
to him, that there was not a drunkard in the whole parish.
It was also believed that there was not one prayerless family .
among his people. This saying would gain credibility from
Dr. Trumbull’s remark concerning the extent and power of the
great revival in this part of the town.

The first regularly called meeting of the new society was held
June 13th, 1748. Captain Joseph Phelps was chosen moderator,
Mr. Sumner clerk, Captain Benoni Trumbull (father of the Dr.
and historian), Mr. Josiah Mack, and Ensign Samuel Gilbert,
were the first society committee ; Mr. Ichabod Phelps, colleetor.
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o on the pound wa# voted to pPay fo]r) Eiga;]:s&g;
ing the summer Mr. Thomas Post and Mr Da
during .

ivine hip
days of divine Wors
: to tune the Psalm on deacons
were appoénteieloﬁowly to read it The ﬁrs‘; t“:z)er Dewey
mnd M e:;mJohn Fillis, their first denoor, aué}Ese?lames ghow
cholsen w nGZ This was in 1752. These 'varlou et dny—
their seec ,6: some of the trusted and active men ; N Bo.le
1]1?311“;110 WSﬁ:mner Tyrurabull, Mack, Gilbert, Post, NObi&
elps, ’ .
or Rollo, &e. . eat with a Rev. Mr. Morrison
: as a)pomted to trea + time.
" comﬂilf‘ifif:b‘?ls > Mr. Morrison only PreaChei‘ g g}zglte waber,
« to preach ' : d Phelps barp. 20
iop in Mr. Ichiabo ] i worship
b heli Sel;)‘:;::y « voted to build & house for the lezll‘:,li a school
s :1 -e ‘Eut one in the negative.” In the Sa]\iﬂ; :;1 at once to
of Goc s appointed ; and thus they beg% titutions.
commlttii e lves with gospel and educational st | vonts
£INRE . ak ye
The first meeting house WS beg‘_aln w ﬂf{? ,bl;u;(;:::; agd 22
t was "
it was completed. ; . ol ¢ shy color.
passed liefol;he society voted to paint -t-hen chuflclrln th e’!f' castern
i;: N POSG'T-B at once taken to open a high way iro
eps Wer

i was sent o
tof the parish t0 the meeting-house. A committee
parto

bhe A-Sselnb19 hO haqe the SelBCted Place fOI t}he chuICh 194Wf|.}119

re the resent house gtands.—
eStB‘bliSh'ed. . W?Et:glm:tc‘;r}rllizfttee “]io advise with 9211:;?‘1’
Lyt ?Gp};c?rm_ibg us into & military band by ouwiu e
e abo'u with & view t0 providing to meet 8 con : t{, -
Whe;hel;f th::sw?sr the war against the French, or for salely
call for tor

A tax of Bpenc

provide

bome, 16 R0t sored 11 was extended to Rev. Samuel Lankton,

Tn March, 1744, & ca onchod for &7 opr OF TOOYE, but was not

———I&le l iii,——&'ﬂd he P
Sebbleﬂ' It A3 CS:'&[LE[L Dch bc act EDITS t‘hing bha‘b ShC[llfl DE

j is down.”
ter of record, at our society meetings, alfter the sun
8] 3 ‘
ma;nell.MQ gteps Were taken toward provi
ig" society. . o
tbliszliguyst of this year the society applied to
n

- a
Agsociation for |
" ng us.” Such was then the custom
amo .

gafeguard.
i when a ml

ding o cemetery for

«our South

p tl
Cl\' ce fOI a Gﬂnc.lldaatre 1’01‘ f g g MINLS
1 (0] el 1 exr
Ihe Bll.IlleelB GDCO'Ilraged 1t| In bhOSB ea{ll dﬂ
nlster d]ed (OT & pulplt WAS VB.CB.D’G) the P].auce WaB
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supplied for a number of Satbaths by the members of the As-
sociation. ' In this way it happened that the Association could
fill its own vacancies with men of its own stamp and faith and
practice.”  Minisferial tramps were not encouraged. Soon
the Gilead people were provided with a candidate ; and in
November, 1751, a call was extended to Mr. Elijah Lothrop to
become their pastor. He was born in Barnstable, Magsachusetts,.
in 1725,—graduated from Yale in 1749,—was now 27 years old.

_The church here was probably organized in 1748, with from
twenty to twenty three members. According to the records of
“the First church, Ebenezer Dewey, (afterward Deacon,) and
Martha his wife, were dismissed to the Gilead church in 1748 ;
which fact indicates that Ghlead church then existed—though
its organization is not mentioned in the records—-but as these
names do not oceur among those of the first mentioned mem-

bers, it leaves us in doubt as to the exact number at the organ-
ization. ' '

Mr. Lothrop accepted the call, and he was ordained pastor
April 1st, 17562. The exercises were as follows : First, prayer
by Rev. Samuel Lockwood of Andover. Sermon by Rev. Ste-
phen White. First prayer in ordination by Rev. Ephraim Litfle
of Colchester. Charge to the pastor by Rev. Ashbel Woodbridge
of Glastonbury. Xast ordaining prayer byEev. Isaac Chalker.
Right hand of fellowship by Dr Benjamin Pomeroy of Hebron.
Mr. Lathrop's salary was to be, the use of forty acres of land;
and, as the call says, “ £500 in money, the old tennor, according
to its present value, to pay within the time of twelve months
after the day of his ordination with us. £500 the second year
of his ministry with us, in old tennor money according to its
present value, and that to be his stated salary yearly and every
year, so long as he continues fo be our minister.” DMr. Lothrop
was to receive £500 in “ old tennor money.” There were three

grades of thig Colonial currency—old tennor, new tennor, and

middle tennor. The old tennor, here mentioned, was worth

only about one seventh of its face value, and the £500 salary
wasg about equal to £60 in specie; and afterward Mr. Lothrop
received £60 in lawful money, instead of the £500 in old tennor.
This old tennor money was, bills of credit, issned by the Colony
of Conneetient, during the Spanish and French war, amounting -
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in the aggregate to £80,0003 and its value ¢hanged with the
fuctuating condition of the Colonial finances. Articles of pro-

duce were then made legal tender 1n pa.yment of ministers

at designated prices; according to the value of the cur-

Wheat at 368 per pushel—Rye 8t o g.—Pork at
Qintedjo

salaries,
rency; ¢ &

90 pence & pound. But-each year & commibtee was 8PP
ith the pastor for his salarys «wgnd those species
petore mentioned,”’ (. e the products) Were to be the gtandard.
equally, (a8 they say,) to make said computation by ; and Mr.
Lothrop; together with a committee chosen for this purpose are
4o state said salary, according to the general market price of
those species and if they do not agree refer it 10 judieions

men mutually chosen bY themn.” .

As showing hiz style and gentiments, I here quote from Mr.
T.othrop's response to his call. To the Chureh and Congregé-
orshiping in (Gilead «—-Dearly Beloved—Since the

_4jon ustally W
all- disposing providence of God bas ordered and ijpelined your
office of & minister

hearts to give me a oall to the pastoral
among you I must acknowledge the goodness of God and the

respect and honor you pave herein ghown me, which I am un-
desire to do gervice for

worthy of ; yeb duty obliges e and a
God, to congider the same. Therefore 1 have taken it into My
ferious consideration, and have endeavored impartially to weigh
it with my Jduty in the balance of the ganctuary, and considering
the unity and good agreement there seem At present to appear,
prevails with me to hope it may be a hapry omen of good for
my usefulness among you- 1 therefore cheerfully acceph your

call and the generous incouragement you have given for 1wy

subeistance, relying upom your faithfulness gnd honor for the

fulfillment of them and whatever T0AaY appear pecessary nere-

after for & gufficient gupport, a8 it is highly reasonable and that

which the gospel abundantly insists upon. So 1 shall expect

such an honorable and gufficient roain
1 requires sn order for @ faithful

your mipister a8 the gospe
discharge of that arduous and important work; and I yrush you

will be holpen together with your Pprayers that my ministry
nay be gerviceable 10 the spiritual and eternal welfare of your
souls, and that T may be fpithful to My Lord and Master.”

ows that, while the

Their way of geating the meeting-house sh

eompute W

tainance while T continue '
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fathers did rot
transplant to this virgi
tocracy, still ther o this virgin soil th ; .
the Bozial lfabtrhiew were recognized grades anded?szglls%l arls-
those from th cl even here. The first grade was inotions in
e learned professions; yet there Weiszosed of
clagges in

common gociety a '
goeciety. y as appears from this action of the Gilead

In1756 the commi :

. mmittee appoi

meeting— , . ppointed to ge .

ing—house, was instructed to have I:;a’:getfiﬁp.le in the
eir respec-

tiVB (Propﬂrt .
. v) lists from the f -
till the vear 1 . o foundation of the -
a due rigardzsoiﬁ' o. the past five or six years mt?t;z}%’—hoqse
gociety voted t o age of the persons. In tha,t Sé‘g er with
In 1761 th o seat “ men and their wives togeth me year the
=} Society (6 T’Oted t 9]’.‘.”
work and pi ” o color the pulpi
shove ’31e P:llllo_ws. The “canopy” Wwas b}ln)e fjoiﬁl;lgfpy, breast
are probibl pib and. the bresst work and pillows o board "
sanopy, and y'l] o pulpit and its supports. Thee ;’1' pillars
striped with Site, e e pulpit, was a light r:dm;gf}f:] .
finish. | and was considered in that day Jgny
In 1770 M ig
the pastor rl(;'&T}iJOmas Post was eleeted Deacon—bef .
+ man full preact od from Acts vi. 5, “And th sfore which
I 171;2 of faith and of the Holy Ghost.” ey chose Stephen,
n | .
public Worsl]i?rsf)is were chosen to tune the Psalms d
without léné p; but it was decided to sing with on days of
their 1 ‘:’m”.f/ two Hnes at & time ag they su ont reading, i.e.
] I . g,
only With(l):;lnehgp }f:i)o 1783 the church seems to haieai e]:‘ld been
square pews z;;ldut fn thal Jear it was decided to bu"h; e?‘ted
meeting_h(m'se_ bt a commiltee was chosen to dig ‘1 ¢ eight
meeting—hou ; but not long after the dignificati gnify the
e, « abrogated and made void loation of the
Ir. Lothrop, in his work \ :
was highl : rk, some things may be sai .
after h?s ge::j afffectlonate?ly estoemed by his pez 1: S&;ld. e
One of his d;;c' Ouﬂ.d delight in speaking of his gPOO:iW O’l-lc-mg
death, gaid, thazjilfs Ln Olt.i age, thirty years or more (i.lf]f 1t1zis_
died, and there meet ; .mlghj: be received info heaven wlf;'n hs
shtisfied.” is dear old pastor, he should be so for
Mr. Lothro ) . .
having an airpfjfmso& man of large frame, dignified in ma
ancient style ; a 1 A superiority, His dress wa ?ner,
3 arge white Wig, with try_cOrnered hats gonﬂ:-e
] SUl -
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preaching Wi i

i illow oY cush-
to provide & Pt
ia onp The breast work of the
: the arm-
r a, was up to .

. . Lathrop preached, o the A
Wh]fcb Mrthe third pastor, say8 that he 1nh¥) R s
e tool nearly tWO feet high N
y J.—more than modern preacd
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11 awake. Tt is sal
e bt him dozing: In

pulpit from
pits; and Mr. N e B
from that pulpit stoo St
Mr. Lothrop did pob always 8L

. in keeping his hardﬂwor'ku;g oo ofore
91?9‘;‘ n one Yabbath he notice

° (43

tha earnest tone he calle‘d o_u..t, Gt |
w: e o rmsebe relied npon, he somekimes ;aw
i s ' ould here
N "'1"9{11 : ors ArowWsy. Apropos, I WN e
OO q and read by Rev. TN T ,

olland county st Tolland, July

s and said, «] was nob

* mn

agleep, Y-

on

more thant :

note from & poem, comtvpc»ztfor .

2#; a centermial celebrad;mnaris}les ond
geveral P _

1876. The e

e x oy from Hebroth e say .

e he pid the vale adxep 4

(ilead's neight.

the prophet came,

“ Ho now We

And mount t0 ;

. , c

From Gilead's roo®
Hiijah the Tiphkites

To keep the ancient vecord good
Elijah tea.ppear‘a .
To ﬁil old Gilead's ministry
For five and forty yeers.

: . o
There was & Lothrop to his nam

And as the ptory goes

He saw, one Gabbath afterncon

Hig hearers in repose.

i k
He stop'd and gpid——+0f silmy floe

One-half aré faut asleep

And it seems pitiful enough

To make the angels weep-
ishione?, )
ang 8 bold paris .
U%V?cfse %:ighteous soul wad ?‘tlrridzlu“a '
Aund looking round,_saifi h‘?, no H
1 think about one-tbird.

Wake up Brother Phelps; wake

mention in tarn. And
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By this time the sleepers were awake,
For the remaining way,

And heard what earnest words
The preacher had to say.”

There is another tradition too good to be lost. It was the
right of the minister in those early times to call upon any
parishioner at pleasure to work for him in payment of his taz.
Mzx. Lothrop, it is said, called upon & man to aid him, and he put
him to plowing. By and by his Reverence goed ont into the
field and finds his man resting his team and sitting on the plow
beam ; and he says to him, *Couldn’t you put up a little fence
while the team is resting " The man's reply was: *“Couldn't
you take a little flax into the pulpit and swingle it while the
peopls are singing ¥’

Some of Mr. Lothrop’s manuseript sermons are yet in exist-
ence. I have three of them, preached respectively in 1778, 1790
and 1793. The paper used is about 4 by 6 inches—is not ruled
—the writing is close, quite fine and legible. There is evinced
clear perception of the truth, breadth of view and force of
thought. Marks and abreviations are numerous.
guotations abound as proof fexts.

It is evident that Mr. Lothrop heartily endorsed what is
termed ¢ The half way covenant” plan. In the first settlément
of the Colony miristers and churches were at one in requiring
ag & condition of church membership, that candidates give
evidence of a radical change of heart; and they had to declare
it, and give their Christian exzperience, and publicly assent to
the prescribed confession of faith and enter into covenant with
God and his people. But about 1750 or ’55, a party sprang
up in the minigtry and churches ready to admit all persons of

regular life, to fellowship in the church, upon their confessing
in general to a belief in Christianity, and without regard to
experimental religion. The children of such parents were re-
garded as candidates for baptism, and later for church member-
ghip, on their “ owning of the Covenant.”

A general eouneil held in Boston, in 1757, declared it_to be
the duty of adults—baptized in infancy—*to own the Covenant
they made with their parents, by entering thersinto in their own
persons; that the church is obliged to call upon them for the
performance thereof, and in case of refusal, they were liable to

SCI‘ipture
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the Gongregational
95 ; afterward in %‘ubu;:;
chureh in Salisburys e o ho in Ao

Oth Street and
and she

and were

HISTORICAL SEETCH OF GILEAD. 17

married in this vicinity. Elizabeth Septame married Rev. Sam-
uel Kellogg, then pastor at Hebron. She is described as large,
very intelligent, social and agreeable; a woman of strong will,
of high eulture, self reliant and winning, Itis reported that
Mr. Kellogg was to be united in marriage to his affianced on a
Sabbath afternoon—that he was to preach for his prospective
father-in law the fore part of the day.

In fulfillment of this engagement, he took for his text 1 Sam.

xx. 3, “There is but a step belween me and death.” Some of
the people who were acquainted with his bride elect, thought
he might have selected his text from personal considerations.

Some of the descendants of Rev. and Mrs. (Lothrop) Kellogy

still live in Hartford. Two scns'of Rev. Lothrop—stalwart
men—were sea captains, ,

During his forty-five years ministry, he baptized sight hundred
and one persons, solemized two hundred and forty-nine mar-
riages, admitted to full communion in the church one hundred
and forty one persoms; and two hundred and ninety-six dead
bad been buried in the Gilead cemetery, when his ministry
cloged.

Of a truth it may be said, that Pastor Lothrop died with the
harness on. While standing in the pulpit and engaged in the
devotional exercises, Sabbath morning, he suddenly fell, when
strong men took him to his home. It is said that he never
again preached, and died August 8d, 1797, aged 72 yoars, 8
months and 15 days. His funeral sermon was preached by
Dr. Backus of Somers. His remains rest in the cemetery,
among the people he had served in the Liord for forty-five years.
The following epitaph was eomposed by his son -

* Behold our Reverend Sire ascend,
Swift to the realms of endless day;
Celeutial choirs his flight attend
And mark for him his glorious way.”

No extraordinary revivals or other evenis marked Mr. Lo-
throp’s ministry. He began his work in Gilead while were yet
felt the influerices of the great awakening; and he continued
gradually to gather into the ehurch those who believed, and the
church was built up.

Madam Silenge Lothrop died October 15ih, 1799, aged 68
years, § months and 18 days. Her remains rest beside {hose

o 2
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shall obtain a vote of two thirds of the legal voters who shall
then be present at a meeting of said society, and notifying
said Gillett of the vote.” Mr. Gillett was to have the privilege
of leaving by giving four months notice.

At a subsequent meeting it was declared that the civil contract
only between Mr, Gillett and -the society is to be dissolved as
above stated.

Mr. Gillett's faithful, intelligent and life long consort was
Miss Lydia Jones, daughter of Captain Samuel Jones, a wealthy "
Hebron farmer. Mrs. & was born May Tth, 1771. Her father
was a man of distinetion in his day. One son was educated at
college and became & lawyer, and for many years lived at Stock-

bridge, Mass. Captain Jones lived several miles from church

and had a numerous family ; but kept fourteen horses (at times)
and they all went promptly to church on horse back; Mrs. Jones
probably riding on a pillion behind her husband.

Seven children were born to Mr. and Mre. Gillett, of whom
two are still living. Of these, one, Mr. Ralph Gillett, has long
resided in Hartford, Connecticut, and his brother, Alfred, lives
in Philadslphia.

Mr. Gillett had many warm friends among his people.

In appearance he was about the average height and size, had
a kindling eye, a mild, kind look ; was sedate and serious, though
not given to cant. He was of equable temper, ruling well
his own spirit ; was forbearing and bumble. Itis said that he

once made the remark that he could not bring beaten oil into
the sanctuary every Sabbath on £100 a year.

In action Mr. Gillett was moderate ; and in feelings uniform;
and his pulpit efforts were not marked by much gesticulation or,
enthusiasm. His twenty-five years' ministry in Gilead were
passed mostly in quietness. From week to week and from year
to year he pursued the even tenor of his way, preaching the
gospel, visiting from housge to house, attending weddings, bap-
tizing the little ones, burying the dead, working for every good

cause. He married one hundred couples ; baptized one hundred

and thirty children; buried one hundred and thirty-seven of the
dead.

Mr. Giliett was dismissed in February, 1824, He owned the

house in which he lived, which now stands but a few rods from
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the ehureh,
purchased the

well nigh ruinous expense
a4 finished off glee
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he cultivated to Lielp out & meager
rom Gilead iv 1824 to the state of New York, wherehe preache
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Hlington, till his Qeath, July 19th, 1845, at the age of T2 years®
gnd 11 months. ¢ gnd he wWas pot, for

Death came guddenly,
God took him.” )
Mrs.Gillett died in Hartford at the residence

Gollett, Esd August 16th, 1865, peing 84 years old, and having
qurvived her husband {wenty years " She was muech heloved by
her relatives She possesse
a atrong mind ; & retentive 1aemMOTY: d education for
the times in which she was achooled. Her infirmities in her
1ast days were great, a8 ghe could neither see 00T walk ; yebshe

or the teaching® of the Seriptores

that neither month
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and one half stories s bub ab
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ing bis house, which
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corrupt, BOT thieves break through and gheal,” Her rernping Were
taken %o Filington and laid beside those of her departed hus-

pand. )
The third pas

ead, which, ke the w0 preceding,

was long, begAn 1825, by the ordination of M-
Charles Nichots. The ministers present and taking part Were :
Rey. Liyman Strong of Hebron, who offered the opening prayers
Rev. Luther Hart of Plymouth, who preached the sermon ; Rev.
David Ripley of Marlborough, o consecrating
prayers Rev. Milton gtrong of Somers who gave the charge to
the pastor; Rev. A B, Collins of Andover, who gave the right
hand of fellowship 3 Rev. Hubbel Toomis of Willington, Who ad-
dressed the people; and Rev. Amos Nagh of

the coneluding prayer.

My, Nichols was born in Derby: Connecticuby Tebruary 19th,
1798. His father was & BE% capbain, and his ancestry on his
father’s side had their home 11 Fairfield, Cond 'When hisg
father wad but & mere boy, Hiving at home in Poirfield, that
pown was 1aid in ashes by British troops. Lt was during the

torate in Gil
September 28¢h,

Totland, who offered
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Revolutiona
)y
y war. After the death of hig father, M
er, Mr. Nichols

Espent bis youth in hard .
ing and com service in the i ’
prevented hii:g;;if;en did not meet hif Zlgc;szl-? bis food, olothe
to preach the gos elg & collegiate education ; : 1218' His poverty
Le determined topd ; and after advising Witi] and yet he longed
as thoroughly as WO what he could ; and he good counsellors
the theological d as practicable, and applied l;‘l"epared himself
and begen Etudyetrl;artm'ent of Yale Colloge I(:’[P admission at
With the consent (f)rfe}?l 1822 for a three .yearz :zz.racceptf.’d
and ther is instructo se. B
to live u;;f opportunity offered ; ;i; ihlzf: Z?;Ed ; little here
In the autumn : red a Pitt&nce
knot of cle vacation of 1824 a :
him and giiigj m}?n m the street, on: O?Bt}zv:s passing a little
his vacation ?-g TLD; his hand, asked where herglX stepped toward
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at was vacant ; ilead, a little : . ; and the
spend his mczéioﬂfd iSked how he Wouﬁlaf;]i]; t:;n Conneecticut
On.the street in Nev;rH Tha.f' casual meeting of thgo there and
pdmt on a journey of T}Vhf.in, says Mr. Nichols,“wa :hclergYmen
© in Gilead.” He preach irty-one years, as pa:stor sf e starting
antumn—went amOnC ed here for three or four é’ the chureh
. and then returned t ghs_‘nd Lecame acquainted wit abbaths that
! following winter D o his studies for another ith the people,
by a call, and by u:ﬂ_con Sawyer Ellis, of GHBZS&I‘- During the
place. This he did fg’mg him to spend his sprin J SurPr'lsed him
the pastorate. b and soon he received a uf vacation in his
that he was to COI;B eall pe ‘acceptod with th animous call to
A gracious Géd hPl;te hig theological coumee understanding
influences ad prepared the w S
when he c;;:thgethere was harmony :gdb:‘fo:e.]{:;m, by special
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“but I SOOﬁ and .
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&b
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 As M Nichols drew near the end of his gerninary course. with
deep interest be anticipated his work, 88 did also the Gilead
. people. They gave him a hearty welcome. The ordination was

lightful September day ; vhe Tolland (Clonsociation

upon @ de
were together in annual sesslon 3 there was & full attendance of
ung man came

ministers and delegates. PBefore this body the yo
for examination and consecration. That young man is still on
the shores of time more than eighty years of ag% and is yeb
‘gllfot and lithe and useful ; though for several years he has
preached put little.  Of the people in Gilead, who interested

themselves i those jmportant transactions, but here and there

one Temains ; and pot one of the ministers present on that oced-

gion is to day amODE the living here helow.

A few items from the society records ¢ In 1826 the society
ot eight o'ploc.k.

voted that the bell be Tung on Saturday evenings
At that time the abbath began to them. Perhaps this was the

t ip olden fimes Was called ¢ the curfue’; the

lingerings of wha
ringing of & bell at night fall e a signal to the inhabitants to

The practice which started with William the Con-

cover fires.
querey, Was observed, we are told, by the early settiers of this

colony.
The pews in the church were gold. or rented, for the first
time, in 1828. Up to that year all moneys for the support of

the Gospel had been paised by tax upon the taxable property of

the parish. B
In 1830 an upusual mortality prevailed in Gilead, spreading

dark shadows over the entire community. Tn Deacon Elis’
family six persons died in as many weeks. November 12th of

that year Was cbgerved as & day for special fasting and prayer

The Rev. Charles Nichols was disrﬁissed by council October
vy of thirty-one yesrs.-

a1, 1856, after @ long and useful ministe
Puring those years there were geventy seven marriges, one hun-

dred and swenty nine baptisms of children, ¥WO Lundred and
f_orty—eight deaths, snd one hundred and fifty one additions to
the church. e afterward preached at Higganum, Connecticut,
for geveral years: when, owing to the infir
retired from the active work of the sministry, and made bis home

jn New Britain, (lonnecticut, W

mities of age, he-

here he still lives in & green old
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every good cause—sa father i
e e ather in Tsrael, respected and beloved by
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sears together ,Wharf myself. in which we spent nearl teh. &
where they Sanag ane;ile‘ our five littla birds were ha.tcbzd !
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began work with his parents, in 1836, ; ,
mm&ﬂwmmmammmﬁmw
write ont in ths (;13' of these twenty two years for so © parbict-
e future ; mentioning here that duringmti'on:' .
ig time

trhele haape been m bhe (]Llead pﬂaI]Sh 0 y-
ne handl ed ﬂnd S].Xt ong

deaths ; forty- i
denths ; lo (;yaigetrhrfa:nages; "owenty—four baptism of children ;
one tundred anc & irteen received into the church. Also t];1 ;
in 1590 the b ﬁjly passed a,.vote of thanks to Deacon Israel g]t
ty consecutive years of service ag societ;:ferk;
y .

age—an efficient worker i 28
er in the Sabbath school—a supporter of‘{?-
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Lady's Benevolent Society

S ] the ol
and afterward he received from phighron apprecmtmn

and some gentlemen, & gilver cup, in b
i i fidelity.

of his long continued A o

We have now traced the higtory of the cl}urc‘n and pirgsWi:h
Citead from the Leginning, through suceessive stagei, a av

olme pa.rtlcula.rity for about one hundred and sevgn yuiting.up

° We bave seen the pioneers {olling the f%r?estha.n pen ing

o 86
‘ns for their new homes. W e hav -
r%g::ic;?n;&?sg extending ; and the Chyristian chureh ga.thered ;
(% \

hinery and forces adjusted and put 1n working order.

PaStOIS ﬂnd beaﬁheIS hsﬂ‘e been [)IOHdEd-—edllCated &nd Bable

men—who have here wrought and run their course.

WwWHAT I8 THE HAEVEST ?

e

Multiform and multiplying- 'Th_e former faykisl,] a.s(()lnttl;::&

ypodern times, taken together, furnish some s8Il X gnow s
An instance 18 furnished by the change f?om :}I;e_n't 0
relation betweel the church and the civil anthority.

Then & meebing house could not be located, a church could

1 i tion of the General Court.

ramized, withoub the sanc f er '

i bi zlsgwere « gotten into church st,a.t.e l')y the eivil .po‘;ve;::
Sont 18bf the support of: Christian institutions Was raised yl
e qovie a1l taxable property and collected by civl

ied upon : o
tﬂ'iil:’zw Thepdoctrines ministers should preach, the methods
pr .

w W ipw dichat.ed by the State. his
1 1ahi ork and OI‘Shlp ere ] T :
l‘tzn( ) 0111811{';8(:;]&&: st.range indeed, and all the more strange when we
! 3

know that the Pilgrims came to these shores in quest of religious
no : _

‘ - light to break forth™ unto t.kfem
liberty. Tuly, God had *more 11g T abject

1 heir motives were Tig
ﬁoml;ma fl:cfztwa?:g.gr&rrnd. And though their own judgmentg
e o ed by their early training under tyranneous govern-
vy W'MI’)ch olyd world,and their owh work marred anle rendered
]'mmts mt be the acting ouf of their inherited sexlmmvents, all
lmI')erEec tﬁ.; be expected ; nevertheless. they had imbibed that
Wl%lffh Wﬂ.lﬂ'b rtvy which bore such rieh fruit in the war of the
SR ion, and which working out more and more from gene-
ration to generation has finally given. tf) us of t];‘ls. 11?;11;;:::;22

ing inheritance of both civil and rehgio
Ou%zu?f)iis:lay must not judge the fathers by the gxorescences

Revolution, and
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appearing upon the plant which they plucked from despotic sur-
roundings the other side the ocean, and transplanted to this
vir in soil ; but by the ripe fruit of the full grown tree of
liberty, the scion of which they here grafted into that hardy
and vigorous stock. *If sorae of the branches, being broken
off, and thou, being a wild olive tree, wast grafted in among
them, and with them partakest of the root and fatness of the
olive tree ; bosst not against the branches. But if thou boast,
thon bearest not the root, but the root thes.” .
As another instance: & striking contrast is seen, as between
the old times and these, in the relation of the laity to the clergy
as to public worship and Christian service. In the early days
in Gilead, there was no opportunities for lay effort. There were
no social prayer meetings ; there were no Sunday schools; no
Young Men's Christian Associations or conventions any where ;
no chureh committees for visitation, or any church or benevo-
lent work. And when prayer meetings began to be held, or
¢ night meetings,” as they were at first called ; the minister did
the praying and talking ; but gradualiy and cautiously ventured
to call upon a deacon now and then to pray. '

Says the third pastor of Gilead church: ¢ There might have
been now and then an occasion when a deacon of the church
would be asked to pray, or reed a printed sermon in case of the
absence or sickness of the pastor, but not often. Such & thing
ag 8 prayer, or exhortation by laymen in Christian assemblies
was in the days of Pastor Lothrop unknown, and would have
been eonsidered as out of place, disorderly in itself and indec-
orous to the minister. If in those days a layman had arisen to
talk to the people upon gospel themes, or had volunteered &
prayer, (the clergyman being present,) he would have been re-
garded as an intruder by the people, and very probably a proper
subject of reprimand by the minigter.” It is said that after
“night meetings” were started in Gilead, one of the venerable
deacons felt moved sometimes to exercise hiy gifts unbidden by
his pastor, and the pastor was annoyed and would fry to sup-

press him ; and sometimes, to shut his mouth, would actually
dismiss the meeting. '

- In remembrance of such antecedents pastors of the present
should manifestly be charitable in passing judgment upon their



26 . HISTORICAL SEETCH OF GILEAD.

lay brethren who do not come dp to the full measure of their
liberty and responeibility in Christian co-operation. There has
been a most wonderfol and prophetic adveance in the exercise
and employment of lay talent in Gilead church and in all our
churches. And while the clergy have lost something of that:
prestige of rank and of authority that formerly gave them the:
preeminence in the chureh, they now have perhaps all the influ-
ence that weight of character and fidelity in their work merit ;
and the working forces in the kingdom of God are very greatly
gugmented, and the power of the church for good is immensely
inereaged.

The people of Grilead have ever shown a ecommendable zeal,
and liberality in promoting the material interests of the chureh.
At the first settlement of this town, no soonex did the pioneers
begin to live here than they went to work to provide themselves
and their children a place of public worship.

Thus when Gilead parish began to organize by itseif, the very.
first year, they levied a tax to pay for prenching: appointed &
committee to hire a minister; voted to build a meeting houss,
and laid a tax to raise the necessary funds.

In 1794, Lieut. John Gilbert made to the society a donation
of £200 lawful money as the beginning of a permanent fund
{for the support of the Gospe! in said parish,

In 1825 a projection was built to the church, 10 or 12 feet
square, Tunning above the ridge and terminating in a belfry.
and a steeple. This was & new departure in church architec—
turo for Tolland county. A bell was purchased and bung at
the completion of the projection fo the church, and was the.
fipst church bell, with one exception, in the county.

Tn 1832 another effort was made to inerease the permanent
fund.

In 1848 another systematic and snecessful effort was made to.

the same end, under the jead of Peyton R. Gilbert, Hsq., wha,
then advanced in life. devoted much time to this work. His
feeling was, that with the changes going on in the community,
this people might soon be unable, without such fund, to sup-

port the gospel. In the subseription paper for this purpose.

the high jmportence of public worship, and of Christian ordi-

nances as a means of saving souls, is given as & reason for,
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:i}ie eff]mit. Mr. Thomas Brown pledged one fifth as much as
e whole sum raised, and i i i
o piving ) the amount then raised with his

In. 1837 the first house of worship, that had stood for eighty
or ninety years, was taken down, and the present one, on the
same ground, was raised June 23d, 1838. Tis cost was about
$2,500, It was dedicated December 19th, 1838. The ladbes of
the parish furnished it.

In 1860-61 the society built a fine comiodious parsonage oI
land donated for that object by Captain John B. Hutehinson, at- -
o cost of over three thousand dollars. ’

. In 1868 the present house of worship was reconstructed in-

gide ; repainted and furnished anew, and re-dedicated.
EDUCATION.

In the intellectual and religious education of the youug, the
people of (ilead have ever talien a deep interest. ‘From’ the
first they had good common schools; and many of the youth
of the community have attained to high intellectual eulture.
Not a very small army of school teachers have here been fitted’
for their work; and have gone out, here and there over this
broad land, teaching “the young ideas how to shoot.” There
have been between thirty and forty of these within the memory
of some now living

And a noble company of Gilead’s sons have pursued a elassical
c'()urse and have entered one or another of the learned profes-
siong, or have becoms identified with some public interests.

I can here hardly more than mention the names of some of
thege. Of those who became ministers, I would name Aaron
Hutchinson, of Yale 1747, he was the ancestor of the celebrated
and patriotic singers, known as the “ Hutchingon family.”

Benjamin Trumbull, born or Gilead Hill, Dec. 19th, 1735
was baptized on the ground where the present church stands’-,
of Yale 1759, settled soon after as pastor in Nortt Haven Conj
necticut, and there continued till his death. He was f,ull of
.pa.tr.iotism and served as chaplain in the Revolution. Sometimes

n ]:us enthusiasm in battle he took the musket. The following
ineident is told of him. At the battle of White Plains, Mr.
?[‘rumbull was fleeing from the enemy, and he came to a stream-
just as the late Colonel Talmage's horse was descending the
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bank into the water. Trumbull leaped upon the erupper behind
the colonel, when the horse, surprised by the sudden addition
to his load, slipped out from under them both, and left them
taking & cold bath. * -

Mr. Trumbull would not compromise principle. In his fre-
quent visits in Gilead, he found a home with his brother Dea.
Trundbull. They were of opposite polities, and warmly discuss-
ing current events in the evening, the doctor’s feelings would
sometimes rise 50 higﬁ, that he would not tarry at his brother's
over night, but would go out to some of the neighbors to sleep.

Others who became ministers were: J edediah Post, Edwin
R. Gilbert, of Yale 1829, settled in Wallingford, Connecticut,
where he continued till his death in April, 1874,  Carter
Hutchinson, of Brown, became. an Episcopal clergyman,—wa#d
Prosident of Kemper college for a time—died & year or two
ginee in St. Louis, Missouri. Samuel Post became a Methodist
minister, and is now a Presiding Elder, and lives in Camden,
New Jersey. John C. Hutchinson taught and preached in Towa
and Tllinois, and for several years in Townsend, Massachusetts.

He died in Richmond, Masgsachusetts, in February, 1878.

Of Gilead's sons who have entered the legal profession, I
would mention, Elijah Leonard Lothrop, son of the Gilead
pastor, and of Yale 1787. Sylvester Gilbert, born October
20th, 1755, baptized here by Rev. Lothrop; of Dartmouth 1775,
Chief Judge of Tolland County Court, a member of the State
Legislature thirty-one terms, fitted fifty-six law students for
the Bar, was a member one session of United States Congress,
made a public profession of religion in his ‘eighteenth yesar, died
in 1846.

Of other lawyers—Daniel Brown, and three sons—Samuel
Augustus, Daniel Junior, and Henry, all born in Gilead; Charles
Champion Gilbert, Gustavus Wilcoz.

Of Gileadites who became Physicians, we here mention John
G, Peters, (who, if not born in Giload was really a Gilead man
by his family connections) ; William Townsend, Ira Hutehinson,
Charles Fletcher Sumner, George Sumner, Priestly Peters.

Dr. Jobn 8. Peters was also Governor of Connecticut, and
Frastus Root, born in Gilead, a college graduate, was afterward

Tietenant Govérnor of New York: -
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. O_f Historians, natives of Gilead, we may mention Dr. Ben-
jamin Trumbull, Connecticut’s favorite historian; Priesti.y Pe-
ters, who in the same character is not a favorite with all; and
H:enry Brown. And may I not add, without shame, that t;vo of
Glleac'l’s sons at the present time, fill the two highest officers in
t}:fe city of Hartford—Mayor, Honorable George Sumner, and
City Treasurer, Mr. Flavius Brown. ,
Rfav. Joseph Cook, in his lecture on hereditary descent in
Ancient Greece, says: “that in free Attics, in her best centur
(she produced) one illustricus man to, say, every five thousa,n):i
of mature men.” Gilead need not ba ashamed of her record,

A word on the religious training of the young in Gilead. In
the early times a part of one day in every week, in the con;,umon
schools, was spent in giving instruction through the “Asgembly’s
Catechism,” which the children were required to commit airld
recite, and often the minister went in and heard the recitation
and expounded the doctrines. The modern Sabbath School was
not established in Gilead till 1829. That year it was voted:
“that the church regard itself as a Sabbath School Association-
to be called the Sabbath School Association of Gilead.” Thetl
the Bible class, taught by the pastor, took the place of 't.he third
Sabbath service, and the place of meeting was a “hall cha,zﬁ-
ber,” so called, a mile or so from the church, in the house whers
now lives Mrs. William Buell. 'The course then pursued in the
Sa.bl.)ath School was simply the committing and repeatiﬁg of
portions of the word of God, or sacred hymns. Small rewards
were given to those repeating the highest number of verses

A Youth's Tnbrary was also formed about that time, and i;hus‘
the young were furnished with good solid reading. ’

Thus we see that the people on “Gilead’s heights,” and
.through the valleys, have ever encouraged intelligence, Ch;istian

mi‘:elligence, among all the population. As we shonld expe'ct
this people have always been sound in the faith once delivered
to the saints.

They have had thoroughly evangelical ministers—have de-
ma-nded such—and men skilled in wielding the sword of the
Spirit.  Church and ministers have ever been a unit in this
regard, and this people from one generstion to another have
been surrounded by an able and faithful ministry: This is
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i b names as Dr. Wheelock,
i by the mere mention of suc g
%l: W;lomzroy Dr. Bassett, Dr. Calboun, Revs. Lockwood, Wood

ward. Collins, &e. ‘ |
And this Gilead people have so wisely and faithfully :(;cuhpw(?;
i i heir lot, that no atbempt to Dav
field. in which God cast t . : '
:]:Ji)ther church, has ever been made. Good order, purity, unity
~ and peace, have in general prevailed.
BENEVOLENCE.

TUp to the time Mr. Gillett's ministry closed, 1824, the b;,n:l;
olent c%llections of the church, were made once :, ge:or o the
eall of the Governor of the State, and were devote . )
Migsions, L. e. to carrying the gospel to the States' of Wemllf:;?l,
New Har;lpshire, and New York. Belore that tu-ne bl:!.t '1 e
. d been done by the country churches for fore.lgn 11}185101\5.
];18'1 fact, as in the great revival of 1741, 80 n_ow in thls' cilgs;,i
- both ministers and churches were skeptical. But in
mﬁlig’% an agent of the American Board (Rev. Ml Gndle;{)
2irsited the place, and was iuatrume.zns‘&l ia;hosfj]zn:;:igchaﬁrf:des

ion missionary associatlon, Nroug
zi?ref%:s;eci{ljlree;id and forwarded every year s'n:\.ce down to the
nt. And for years pasth, the people of Gilead .ha,v? con-
fri?bssteé to most or all the great benevolent enterprises of the

’

8 TEMPERANCE.

' ; i rise and progress of the temperance

st 1’,1136]211: ;2;?;1;);1“32; bequeatlfed %0 their posterity,- orch-
O beart apples worth but little except for cider. Cider—
- b('izrmgbelzame very plenty. Distilleries sprang up, and
'h'a‘rd 1(3:1 f:;i_was plentjr. The fruits are yet apparent. In 1_825,
‘CIderh rila yt.hat Mr. Nichols was installed pastor of tl%e Gilead
e t1e thg Tolland Consociation being here in cession, after
Ifigpijx;tallation gorvices were concluded, th? .ulnmstersf anfi

delegates, in full number, dined t_ogetther. S]-_Jmtuou'si [111quo;i

were provided in abundance, and of different kinds, with sug
ater according to taste. .

ﬁJlgl:?:x'gynrlen and delegates dravk, and in. some ]:ases tcém}zz

freely. About this time it was that the Gountryffega;; o

agitated upon this subject. The churches had suilered.
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records of Gilead church show that it had suffered from intem-
perance: The first case of discipline in it was for intemperance.
The liguor traffic was then at flood tide under sanction of law.
At auctions, on training days—as elections—the raisings of
buildings, in the hay field, at social gatherings, and even at the
meetings of ecclesiastical bodies and the ordination of gospel
ministers ; aleoholie liqguors were deemed indispensable. There -
were nine or ten distilleries in Gilead. DBut Edwards, Nott,
Lyman Beecher, Hewett and otbers, had sounded the alarm.
In time the sound reached Gilead hill. A movement wps made
here. At first it was slow, but after a whils, in 1831 or 1832, a
temperance society was organized and the pledge was circulated
from house to house through the community. The pastor's
name heads the list, which in 183Y, numbered 196 ; and this
pledge and list are still in the possession of the fivst Secrefary,
Mr. Thomas 1. Brown.

When the second meeting house was built, 1838, the record
says: “No ardent spirits were used, either in framing, raising,
or any in faet in any part of the work.” Instead, before they
commenced the raising, the pastor offered prayer for God's
blessing.

To-day there is not a distillery in Gilead parish, and no

license is granted in the town for the sale of intoxicating
drinks.

REVIVALS.

In regard to revivals of religion in Gilead, it will be remem-
bered that this people shared in that great work of God, from
1735 o 1741, with the Hebron people, being then all one parish,
but subsequent to that, and through Rev. Lothrop's ministry,
there seem to have been no very marked seasons of revival;
neither in that of Mr. Gillett; though there were additions
from year to year. Soon after Mr. (fillett was dismissed, there
was a precious work of grace among the people in Gilead, under
the labors of Rev. Samuel Grisweld, a distinguished evangelist.
Many were brought into the church; and this in a most happy
manner prepared the way for Mr. Nicholg's labors; and under
his ministry the community was again blessed with effectual

apiritual influences in 1830 and 1881, and many more were
added to the church.
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And thus God has blessed and prospered this branch of the
true vine. Since the organization of Gilead society in 1748 to
this time there have been, according to the records: Couples
married, 471; Children baptized, 1085 ; Persons received into
the church, 405; Persons deceased and buried in the Gilead
cemetery, 841. The church now numbers 93 members.

* In closing this historical sketch of Gilead church, the writer
desires to express with grateful emotions his indebtedness to
the many kind friends who have rendered him valuable aid in
its prepgration

Special acknowledgments are due to the Rev Charlea Nichols,
former pastor, for his unwearied efforts in eollecting facts, and
in giving reminiscences, without which this sketch must have
been far more imperfect than it is. Mr. Nichols, on request,
sent to the writer several of his manuscript sermons, together

- with those elready mentioned of Mr. Lothrop’s, that are highly

prized and are to remain in the Gilead parsonage, showing the

style and matter of the preaching here in the past. Amen.



